
(512) 465-3000 
Toll-Free (888) 368-4689

Dealer & Licensees Form MVD-438-A 
(Rev 05/16) 
Page 1 of 5

Salvage Vehicle Dealer License Application

Section A: Type of Business (check only one box):

Sole Proprietor – a business owned and operated by one individual.

Partnership – a legal relationship existing between two or more persons contractually associated as joint principals in business 
where all partners are fully liable for all debts of the business and share all profits. 

Corporation – a legal business entity created under federal or state statutes and granted a charter legally recognizing the  
business as a separate entity having its own rights, powers, privileges and liabilities distinct and separate from those of its 
members.

Section B: License Endorsements and Fees. Check all that apply:
  

Note: if you are adding a license we will pro-rate the fees so the expiration dates match. Pro-rated fee information is 
available on our website at: http://www.TxDMV.gov/dealer/salvage-dealer.

New automobile dealer endorsement - allows you to buy and sell salvage motor vehicles and non-repairable motor 
vehicles that have not been the subject of a retail sale. This license type is only applicable if you hold a franchise dealer 
license.

$95

Used automobile dealer endorsement - allows you to buy or sell salvage motor vehicles and non-repairable motor 
vehicles that have been the subject of a retail sale. The salvage dealer may rebuild, repair, or reconstruct no more than 
5 salvage motor vehicles in a calendar year with this endorsement. The dealer may also sell those vehicles if he or she 
also holds a General Distinguishing Number (GDN) license.

$95

Salvage pool operator endorsement - allows you to engage in the business of selling non-repairable motor vehicles 
or salvage motor vehicles at auction, including wholesale auction, or otherwise.

$95

Salvage vehicle broker endorsement - This is issued by the department to a person, other than a salvage vehicle 
dealer, and allows the person to: 
         • offer to sell or buy, or negotiate to sell or buy, salvage motor vehicles or non-repairable motor vehicles, owned 

by a license holder, and to be purchased or sold by another license holder; or  
         • act as the agent or representative of a broker.

$95

Salvage vehicle rebuilder endorsement - allows you to acquire and repair, rebuild, or reconstruct, for operation on a 
public highway, more than five salvage motor vehicles in a calendar year.  In order to sell these vehicles for operation, 
the dealer must also hold a General Distinguishing Number (GDN) license.

$95

Is the applicant a Military Service member, Military Veteran, or Military Spouse? Yes
No

1.

If you answered Yes to Question 1, does the applicant currently hold this type of license in another 
jurisdiction (state or county)?

Yes
No

2.

If you answered Yes to Question 1, did the applicant at some time in the last five years hold this type of 
license in Texas?

Yes
No

3.

If you answered YES to Question 1, and also either Question 2 or 3, by Texas law you are eligible for expedited processing of 
this application. Please provide: 

•   documentation such as you or your spouse’s active duty orders or DD-214 to confirm your status, and 
•   either:  

•   your Texas License Number                                                 , or 
•   a copy of your current license from another jurisdiction.

If you answered YES to Questions 1 and 2, by Texas law your license fee is waived. Please provide: 
•   documentation such as you or your spouse’s active duty orders or DD-214 to confirm your status, and 
•   a copy of your current license from another jurisdiction.

TOTAL $

See page 5 for payment & mailing instructions
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Business Name:  

Section C: Applicant Information:

1.  Business Name:

2.  DBA/Assumed Name (as registered with the SOS or County):

3.  Business Phone Number: Business Fax Number:

4.  Business Email: Business Website: (optional)

5.  Physical Address:

City: Zip: County:
If you have multiple locations see 
instructions for providing Attachment F.

6.  Mailing Address:
Same as physical

City: Zip: County:

7.  Texas Sales Tax Identification Number:

8.  The National Motor Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS) is a federally mandated program overseen by the US Department of 
Justice. As a salvage dealer you are required to report your salvage vehicle transactions to NMVTIS. Details on the reporting 
requirements can be found at http://vehiclehistory.gov/.

NMVTIS Identification Number:

Section D: Ownership Percentage:

In the "Name of Owner" field, list the name of each person that has an ownership interest in the business entity 
(applicant) applying for the license: 

•    SOLE PROPRIETOR: List the legal name and SSN of the owner (for example, John Doe, Jr.). 
•    GENERAL PARTNERSHIP: List the legal name and SSN of each owner (for example, John Doe Jr., Jane Doe). 
•    ALL OTHERS: Fill in the Corporation Section (on the next page).

Ownership Percentage must total 100%.

1.

Name of Owner Title % of Ownership

Date of Birth Driver’s License # and State Expiration Date SSN          or       ITIN

Mailing Address: Zip:City:

2.

Name of Owner Title % of Ownership

Date of Birth Driver’s License # and State Expiration Date SSN          or       ITIN

Mailing Address: Zip:City:

3.

Name of Owner Title % of Ownership

Date of Birth Driver’s License # and State Expiration Date SSN          or       ITIN

Mailing Address: Zip:City:
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Business Name:  

Section E: Corporation Information  (Attach separate sheet if necessary):

1.  Charter or Filing Number: Date of Incorporation:

2.  State of Incorporation:

3.  Federal Employer Identification Number:

4.  Name of Registered Agent in Texas:

5.  Agent Physical Address:

City: Zip: County:

Section F: Corporate Officers and Directors  (Attach separate sheet if necessary):

1.  Legal Name: Title:

2.  Mailing Address:

City: Zip: County:

3.  Telephone: Date of Birth:

4.  Driver License Number: State: Social Security Number:

5.  Legal Name: Title:

6.  Mailing Address:

City: Zip: County:

7.  Telephone: Date of Birth:

8.  Driver License Number: State: Social Security Number:

Section G: Business References:

1. Name: Daytime Phone: County:

Street Address: City: State: Zip Code:

2. Name: Daytime Phone: County:

Street Address: City: State: Zip Code:

3. Name: Daytime Phone: County:

Street Address: City: State: Zip Code:

Section H: Questions:

Does the applicant have an office located at the licensed location in a building with connecting exterior 
walls on all sides?

Yes
No

1.

Does the applicant have a sign that is clearly visible to the public, permanently posted, with letters at 
least 6 inches high?

Yes
No

2.

Does the applicant have appropriate business hours posted that meet all TxDMV licensing 
requirements?

Yes
No

3.
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Business Name:  

Does the applicant have a current lease or ownership document for the property and agree to submit 
documentation, if requested by TxDMV, demonstrating the applicant owns or leases the property on 
which the business is situated that meets all TxDMV licensing requirements, including a term of one 
year? (If leasing the property, the lease cannot expire before the license.)

Yes
No

4.

Does the applicant's proposed place of business comply with all applicable state and local government 
occupancy laws, ordinances, and deed restrictions?

Yes
No

Has the applicant obtained all mandatory certificate(s) of occupancy or similar authority to operate a 
business at the proposed location?

Yes
No

Is the applicant’s proposed place of business located within a residence, apartment house, hotel, motel, 
or rooming house?

Yes
No

5.

6.

7.

Has the applicant, any employee, owner, partner, director, or corporate officer previously applied for a 
salvage license? Yes

NoIf yes, was license:   Approved? Denied?

8.

Has the applicant, owner, partner, director or corporate officer ever had a salvage license revoked or 
suspended?  
If yes, list all business names, dates, and licenses revoked or suspended on a separate sheet.

Yes
No

9.

Has the applicant, any owner, partner, director or corporate officer ever been convicted of a felony? 
If yes, submit Criminal History - Salvage, Form LF608.

Yes
No

10.

A salvage vehicle dealer license cannot be issued if:
w **the applicant, or any owner, partner, director, or corporate officer of the business has been convicted of a felony, and it has not 

been at least three (3) years since the termination of the sentence, parole, mandatory supervision, or probation for a felony 
conviction. Criminal history checks will be conducted on all applicants.
w the applicant, or any owner, partner, director or corporate officer of the business has previously had a salvage vehicle dealer 

license revoked within the last year. A new license may not be issued before the first anniversary of the date of revocation pursuant 
to Title 43, Texas Administrative Code, Section 221.111(a)(4).

•   The applicant or an authorized agent hereby certifies that statements made above and on attachments and documents submitted 
are true, complete, and correct.

•   Applicant acknowledges that the department may deny an application for a license or revoke or cancel a license if the applicant 
submits false or misleading information, makes a false statement, or refuses  or fails to provide information requested by the 
department.

•   Applicant further acknowledges that making a false statement in an application for a license may subject applicant to criminal 
prosecution. See Texas Government Code §2005.052 and §2005.053, Texas Penal Code §37.10, and department rules.

•   Applicant agrees to allow the Department to examine during working hours the ownership papers for each registered or 
unregistered vehicle in the applicant’s possession or control.

•   Applicant swears they are not at this time delinquent in any court-ordered obligation to pay child support.
•   Applicant has complied with all applicable state laws and municipal ordinances.

Date:
Printed Name

Authorized Signature

Title

Section I: Certification of Responsibility:

In accordance with the Texas Family Code, §231.302(c), each licensing authority will request, and each applicant for a license will provide, the 
applicant's Social Security Number for the purpose of child support enforcement.

Privacy Statement  
The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles maintains information collected through this form. With few exceptions, Texas Government Code Chapter 559 entitles 
you to: (a) request to be informed about this information, and (b) have TxDMV correct information about you that is incorrect. Chapter 552 of the Government 
Code entitles you to receive and review this information. You must submit requests for information in writing. Requests may be submitted via email to 
OGCOpenRecords@TxDMV.gov; by fax to (512) 465-4112; or by mail or in person to: TxDMV, OGC Open Records, 4000 Jackson Ave., Austin, TX 78731. For 
more information, please call TxDMV at (888) 368-4689.
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Business Name:  

Section J: Attachments to the Application:

Missing or incomplete attachments will delay application processing. 

A. PROOF OF IDENTITY – Attach a photocopy of the current (not expired) driver license for each owner(s) of the 
dealership. (If a driver license is not available, you may substitute a valid passport, current US Armed Forces 
Identification Card, or state- issued ID card.)

B. ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATES – All applicants intending to operate under an assumed name must attach a copy 
of the assumed name certificate. Corporations, LLCs, LPs, and LLPs must obtain these certificates from the Texas 
Secretary of State (SOS). 
Only Sole Proprietors & General Partnerships may provide a certificate or file-stamped copy showing you are 
registered with your county in which the dealership will be located.

C. TEXAS SALES AND USE TAX PERMIT – Photocopy of current permit issued by the Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts.

D. CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION, ORGANIZATION, OR PARTNERSHIP:  
If you are a CORPORATION or LLC, attach the Certificate of Filing issued by the Texas Secretary of State (SOS), 
showing that the entity has been formed and approved. Please do not submit your filing documents.  
Or   
If your business was formed in another state, attach the Certificate of Authority issued by the Texas SOS showing  
that the entity has the right to conduct business in Texas. 

E. FRANCHISE TAX ACCOUNT STATUS – If you are a CORPORATION or LLC, provide a photocopy of current permit 
issued by the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts.

F. ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS IN THE SAME CITY: 
•   If you are applying for more than one location, within the same county, list the location information on a separate 

piece of paper. 
•   If you are applying for multiple locations in different counties, you must submit separate applications and 

supporting documents.

G. FEES:   
1)       Payment can be made by Personal Check, Money Order, or Cashier's Check. 
2)       Checks and money orders should be made payable to the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles. 
3)       A fee of $30 will be charged for returned checks.  
4)       Non-Refundable License Fees: The department will not refund fees paid if a license is denied. 
5)       Submit this form, with all fees and attachments, to: 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles  
Motor Vehicle Division 

P.O. Box 13176  
Austin, TX 78711-3176

Section K: For License Renewal Only:

If renewing your license using this application, please remit the appropriate fees for each classification 
selected below and complete the entire application excluding section B.
CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

  New Automobile Dealer* 
  Used Automobile Dealer*

  Salvage Pool Operator
  Salvage Vehicle Broker
  Salvage Vehicle Rebuilder* Dealer License Number

  Renewal Application: $85.00 - Per Classification

  Renewal Application (if 90 days or less has passed since the license expired): $127.50 - Per Classification 

  Renewal Application (if license has been expired for more than 90 days): $170.00 - Per Classification 

TOTAL $
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Salvage Vehicle Dealer License Application
Section A: Type of Business (check only one box):
Section B: License Endorsements and Fees. Check all that apply:
 
Note: if you are adding a license we will pro-rate the fees so the expiration dates match. Pro-rated fee information is available on our website at: http://www.TxDMV.gov/dealer/salvage-dealer.
$95
$95 fee for this endorsement.
$95
$95 fee for this endorsement.
$95
$95 fee for this endorsement.
$95
$95 fee for this endorsement.
$95
$95 fee for this endorsement.
Is the applicant a Military Service member, Military Veteran, or Military Spouse?
1.
If you answered Yes to Question 1, does the applicant currently hold this type of license in another jurisdiction (state or county)?
2.
If you answered Yes to Question 1, did the applicant at some time in the last five years hold this type of license in Texas?
3.
If you answered YES to Question 1, and also either Question 2 or 3, by Texas law you are eligible for expedited processing of this application. Please provide:
•   documentation such as you or your spouse’s active duty orders or DD-214 to confirm your status, and
•   either: 
•   your Texas License Number                                                 , or
•   a copy of your current license from another jurisdiction.
If you answered YES to Questions 1 and 2, by Texas law your license fee is waived. Please provide:
•   documentation such as you or your spouse’s active duty orders or DD-214 to confirm your status, and
•   a copy of your current license from another jurisdiction.
See page 5 for payment & mailing instructions
Section C: Applicant Information:
If you have multiple locations see instructions for providing Attachment F.
8.  The National Motor Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS) is a federally mandated program overseen by the US Department of Justice. As a salvage dealer you are required to report your salvage vehicle transactions to NMVTIS. Details on the reporting requirements can be found at http://vehiclehistory.gov/.
Section D: Ownership Percentage:
In the "Name of Owner" field, list the name of each person that has an ownership interest in the business entity (applicant) applying for the license:
•    SOLE PROPRIETOR: List the legal name and SSN of the owner (for example, John Doe, Jr.).
•    GENERAL PARTNERSHIP: List the legal name and SSN of each owner (for example, John Doe Jr., Jane Doe).
•    ALL OTHERS: Fill in the Corporation Section (on the next page).
Ownership Percentage must total 100%.
1.
2.
3.
Section E: Corporation Information  (Attach separate sheet if necessary):
Section F: Corporate Officers and Directors  (Attach separate sheet if necessary):
Section G: Business References:
Section H: Questions:
Does the applicant have an office located at the licensed location in a building with connecting exterior walls on all sides?
1.
Does the applicant have a sign that is clearly visible to the public, permanently posted, with letters at least 6 inches high?
2.
Does the applicant have appropriate business hours posted that meet all TxDMV licensing requirements?
3.
Does the applicant have a current lease or ownership document for the property and agree to submit documentation, if requested by TxDMV, demonstrating the applicant owns or leases the property on which the business is situated that meets all TxDMV licensing requirements, including a term of one year? (If leasing the property, the lease cannot expire before the license.)
4.
Does the applicant's proposed place of business comply with all applicable state and local government occupancy laws, ordinances, and deed restrictions?
Has the applicant obtained all mandatory certificate(s) of occupancy or similar authority to operate a business at the proposed location?
Is the applicant’s proposed place of business located within a residence, apartment house, hotel, motel, or rooming house?
5.
6.
7.
Has the applicant, any employee, owner, partner, director, or corporate officer previously applied for a salvage license?
If yes, was license:   
Please select Yes or No.
8.
Has the applicant, owner, partner, director or corporate officer ever had a salvage license revoked or suspended?  If yes, list all business names, dates, and licenses revoked or suspended on a separate sheet.
9.
Has the applicant, any owner, partner, director or corporate officer ever been convicted of a felony? If yes, submit Criminal History - Salvage, Form LF608.
10.
A salvage vehicle dealer license cannot be issued if:
w         **the applicant, or any owner, partner, director, or corporate officer of the business has been convicted of a felony, and it has not been at least three (3) years since the termination of the sentence, parole, mandatory supervision, or probation for a felony conviction. Criminal history checks will be conducted on all applicants.
w         the applicant, or any owner, partner, director or corporate officer of the business has previously had a salvage vehicle dealer license revoked within the last year. A new license may not be issued before the first anniversary of the date of revocation pursuant to Title 43, Texas Administrative Code, Section 221.111(a)(4).
•   The applicant or an authorized agent hereby certifies that statements made above and on attachments and documents submitted are true, complete, and correct.
•   Applicant acknowledges that the department may deny an application for a license or revoke or cancel a license if the applicant submits false or misleading information, makes a false statement, or refuses  or fails to provide information requested by the department.
•   Applicant further acknowledges that making a false statement in an application for a license may subject applicant to criminal prosecution. See Texas Government Code §2005.052 and §2005.053, Texas Penal Code §37.10, and department rules.
•   Applicant agrees to allow the Department to examine during working hours the ownership papers for each registered or unregistered vehicle in the applicant’s possession or control.
•   Applicant swears they are not at this time delinquent in any court-ordered obligation to pay child support.
•   Applicant has complied with all applicable state laws and municipal ordinances.
Section I: Certification of Responsibility:
In accordance with the Texas Family Code, §231.302(c), each licensing authority will request, and each applicant for a license will provide, the applicant's Social Security Number for the purpose of child support enforcement.
Privacy Statement 
The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles maintains information collected through this form. With few exceptions, Texas Government Code Chapter 559 entitles you to: (a) request to be informed about this information, and (b) have TxDMV correct information about you that is incorrect. Chapter 552 of the Government Code entitles you to receive and review this information. You must submit requests for information in writing. Requests may be submitted via email to OGCOpenRecords@TxDMV.gov; by fax to (512) 465-4112; or by mail or in person to: TxDMV, OGC Open Records, 4000 Jackson Ave., Austin, TX 78731. For more information, please call TxDMV at (888) 368-4689.
Section J: Attachments to the Application:
Missing or incomplete attachments will delay application processing. 
PROOF OF IDENTITY – Attach a photocopy of the current (not expired) driver license for each owner(s) of the dealership. (If a driver license is not available, you may substitute a valid passport, current US Armed Forces Identification Card, or state- issued ID card.)
ASSUMED NAME CERTIFICATES – All applicants intending to operate under an assumed name must attach a copy of the assumed name certificate. Corporations, LLCs, LPs, and LLPs must obtain these certificates from the Texas Secretary of State (SOS).
Only Sole Proprietors & General Partnerships may provide a certificate or file-stamped copy showing you are registered with your county in which the dealership will be located.
TEXAS SALES AND USE TAX PERMIT – Photocopy of current permit issued by the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts.
CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION, ORGANIZATION, OR PARTNERSHIP: 
If you are a CORPORATION or LLC, attach the Certificate of Filing issued by the Texas Secretary of State (SOS), showing that the entity has been formed and approved. Please do not submit your filing documents. Or  If your business was formed in another state, attach the Certificate of Authority issued by the Texas SOS showing  that the entity has the right to conduct business in Texas. 
FRANCHISE TAX ACCOUNT STATUS – If you are a CORPORATION or LLC, provide a photocopy of current permit issued by the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts.
ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS IN THE SAME CITY:
•   If you are applying for more than one location, within the same county, list the location information on a separate piece of paper.
•   If you are applying for multiple locations in different counties, you must submit separate applications and supporting documents.
FEES:  
1)       Payment can be made by Personal Check, Money Order, or Cashier's Check.
2)       Checks and money orders should be made payable to the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles.
3)       A fee of $30 will be charged for returned checks. 
4)       Non-Refundable License Fees: The department will not refund fees paid if a license is denied.
5)       Submit this form, with all fees and attachments, to:
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
Motor Vehicle Division
P.O. Box 13176 
Austin, TX 78711-3176
Section K: For License Renewal Only:
If renewing your license using this application, please remit the appropriate fees for each classification selected below and complete the entire application excluding section B.
CHECK ALL THAT APPLY
  New Automobile Dealer* 
  Used Automobile Dealer*
  Salvage Pool Operator
  Salvage Vehicle Broker
  Salvage Vehicle Rebuilder
  Renewal Application: $85.00 - Per Classification
  Renewal Application (if 90 days or less has passed since the license expired): $127.50 - Per Classification 
  Renewal Application (if license has been expired for more than 90 days): $170.00 - Per Classification 
TOTAL $
9.0.0.2.20120627.2.874785
	CurrentPageNumber: 
	NumberofPages: 
	BzName: 
	SP: 
	P: 
	Corp: 
	TxDMV Salvage Dealer Pro-rated Fees: 
	Edn1:  $0 
	Edn2:  $0 
	Edn4:  $0 
	Edn5:  $0 
	Edn6:  $0 
	Yes: 
	No: 
	Enter your Texas License Number if you have had one in the last five years.: 
	Total_amt:  $0 
	DBAName: 
	Bz_Phone: 
	Bz_Fax: 
	Bz_Email: 
	Bz_Website: 
	StAddress: 
	city: 
	zip: 
	county: 
	M_Address: 
	SameAsPhy: 0
	M_city: 
	M_zip: 
	M_county: 
	TIN: 
	NMVTIS_num: 
	Name: 
	Title: 
	PerOwnership: 
	DOB: 
	DL: 
	Exp_dt: 
	SSN_EIN: 
	CharNum: 
	DateofInc: 
	StINC: 
	FedEIN: 
	Agent: 
	Phone: 
	DLnum: 
	State: 
	SSN: 
	Street: 
	City: 
	Zip: 
	DATE: 
	Applicant: 
	Signature: 
	Pers_Title: 
	A: 1
	B: 1
	C: 1
	D: 1
	E: 1
	F: 1
	G: 1
	New: 0
	Used: 0
	SalvagePoolOperator: 0
	SalvageBroker: 0
	SalvageRebuilder: 0
	DealerLicNum: 
	Renewal: 0
	Renewal_Exp: 0
	Renewal_Exp90: 0
	TotalFees: 



